
Module #5B
The Digital  
Revolution & Beyond



Digital Imaging • Image manipulation became 
available

• Boundaries between photography, 
illustration, and fine arts began to 
disappear

• At first, access to image 
manipulation softwares was 
expensive

• Designers were denied hands-
on access, they could guide 
technicians

• Before the MAC, the potential of 
electronic technology was hard to 
be explored



Pat Gorman

• Designed different variations by 
exploring editing controls

• Broke from the “correct” coloring

• Illustrated the potential of 
electronic color manipulation





April Greiman

• Combined digitized images with 
color shapes and gradations and a 
video clip of hands shot live into the 
Paintbox program

• Used a variety of effects such as: 
mosaic, fading, outline, overlap and 
high-low transparency



Interactive media, the 
internet, &  
the world wide web

• Combination of audio, visual, and 
cinematic communications

• Combined to form a coherent body 
of information

• Nonlinear form of information - 
allowing each viewer to pursue 
information along a personally 
chosen path

• Created by: audiovisual specialists, 
writers, computer programmers, 
content speicalists, directors, 
graphic designers, information 
architects, image-makers, and 
producers

• Unlimited revisions are possible







RenderMonkey



Design for  
portable devices

• Linked to mobile technology

• New design possibilities with the 
introduction of the touch screen

• Design is scalable and can be 
altered for each device

• User experience became essential

• Apple’s iPhone introduced the 
touch-based computing to the 
mainstream market

• Applications must meet Apple’s 
standards

• Design can be changed overnight

• Very engaging with the user







Motion graphics  
& film titles

• Integration of type and image with 
time-based element of motion 
created motion graphics

• Began with experiments in abstract 
film, animation, and avant-garde 
cinema















Typography & the built 
environment

• Advacements in software 
technologies and production 
capabilities allowed the 
transformation in environment 
design

• The need for corporate identity and 
the focus on it allowed designers to 
play with space

• Better understanding of directional 
signage and user experience paved 
the way to better envronmental 
design



Paula Scher Bloomberg LP head quarters



Paula Scher New 42nd Street Studios



Paula Scher Lucent Technologies Center for Arts Education



Ruedi Baur



New typographic 
expression

• The personal computer allowed 
more access to design

• Softwares were now enabling 
designers to experiment more

• Experimentations were with text, 
photography, colors, texters & 
patterns

• Designer pushed the limits more 
and more



Shuichi Nogami

• Uses expressionist typographic 
forms

• Combines photography with 
typography 

• Overlaps, merges, stretches 
letterfroms experimentally 



Ralph Schraivogel

• Very liquidy and abstract approach 
to typography

• A general sense of unity is found

• Designed elements are combined 
to form a whole





Jennifer Morla

• Combines wit and aesthetics with 
business pragmatics

• Experiments with typography and 
vibrant colors

• Experiments with textures and 
layering





Thomas Wedell
Nancy Skolos

• Complexity of structure and color

• Reflects intense energy, vibrant 
color, and texture

• Interaction between word & image

• Their 3-D construction are collaged 
back into 2-D space - reflect 
modern art





Catherine Zask

• Exhibits a fluid elegance and 
expressive style of both word & 
letter





Peter Bankov

• Innovative and unlike anything else

• Combines hand drawing, coarse 
texture, vibrant color, collage, 
photography, and layers with digital 
elements

• Reflects highly expressive visual 
communication solutions





John Warwicker

• Mainly monocrhomatic color 
palette

• Black & White

• Sometimes combines typography 
with photography

• Mostly 2-D





Michael Beirut

• Influenced by the International 
Typographic Style

• Clean and elegant 

• Uses grids





Letterpress revival • In the midst of all the new 
techniques and processes, 
designers preserved the art of 
letterpress printing

• Designers tried to apply older 
techniques and processes to new 
visual concepts and aesthetics



Alan Kitching

• Uses wood and metal letterforms

• Adapts type from the past for 
modern communication





Jim Sherraden
Hatch Show Prints

• Carves into wood or metal

• Uses old fonts & typography

• Combination of vintage plates, 
blocks, and orginal movable type 
- often scratched, dented or worn 
- has created an identifiable Hatch 
aesthetics





For next class:
Module #6A

Green Design


